Fall 2009 Sports Highlights
Football 
Injuries plagued the Norman Varsity Football team as they began their 83rd season.  New Norman Head Coach, Donald Paysinger lost some of his best players during the first half of the first game of the season.  Running back Kenny Bassett, quarterback, Josh Newman and strong safety Markus Silbiger were all lost due to injuries for multiple weeks.  Bassett, who was out for the entire season, was sorely missed.  He rushed for 1,414 yards and 14 touchdowns on 186 carries during the 2008 season.  While starter Newman was recovering, Sophomore Cameron Countryman picked up the slack, throwing seven touchdowns during his three weeks as the Norman starting quarterback.   The Normans were led by team Most Valuable Player Daniel Bradbury.  Scoring highlights for the Normans included AJ Fortier, Daniel Bradbury and Cameron Countryman.  Field goals by Adam Lansman and Willy Woods rounded out the scoring.
The Normans finished the season 4-6 and 2-3 in league play, marking the first time since 2004 that the Normans did not qualified for the Southern Sectional playoffs. 
Girls Tennis 
Led by a dominant group of girls, the Normans Girls Tennis Team defeated opponent after opponent to blaze their way to numerous victories in the Southern Sectionals while reaching the Southern Sectional Division II playoffs.  The other teams were putty in the hands of singles starters Brianna Morgan, Megan Margolin and Amanda Zalameda.  Doubles teams consisting of Meghan McMurray/Sydney Segal, Allison Isaacman/Erika Lee and Hillary Munroy/Nicole Levy and contributed to the success of the team.  The Lady Normans season ended with a loss in a second round playoff match.
Brianna Morgan (singles) and doubles team Megan Margolin and Alison Isaacman represented the Ocean League in the CIF Individual Championships.
Girls Volleyball 
The Lady Normans Volleyball Team had a tremendous season ending with a league record of 9-1 while sharing the Ocean League Championship with Santa Monica.  Kills, blocks and digs dominated the season lead by seniors Mallory Smith, Tamara Skootsky and Julia Ayeroff along with junior Emily Rosen.  Sharing in the glory of the excellently played season were Brianna Prince, Syline Kim, Michelle Wolff and Ore Ezor.  Prince, Rosen, Kim and Smith all earned 1st Team All Ocean League honors while Skootsky and Ayeroff earned 2nd Team honors.  Smith also earned ALL CIF HONORS, an award only having been earned by a Norman Volleyball Player twice in the history of the school.

Cross Country 
Both the Boys and Girls Cross Country Teams had first-rate seasons with both teams competing in the Ocean League finals.  The most dominant competitor on the girls’ team, senior Raquel Hefflin, had a tremendous season.  Not only did Raquel break the BHHS record on the three-mile course at Huntington Beach’s Central Park, which was held by Lisa Harris for 22 years, but Raquel was also the overall winner at the Ocean League finals in early November.  Dominant competitors on the girls’ team were Gitla Shooster, Sydney Gray and Brianna Simons.  The boys’ top runner was Ali Hatcher and included teammates Josh Galen and Gabe Laemmle.

Boys Water Polo 
The Boys Water Polo Team ended the season with a 19-9 record. The Normans won their first round playoff game vs. Claremont and lost in the second round to La Serna  According to Coach Bowie, the team was “a little deeper” than in recent years with a number of additional subs.  This year’s team dominated the competition with returning players Tracy Ainslie, Austin Shaheri, Justin Brezhnev and the tremendous coordination and determination of goalies Ben Haber and Gianni Cantu.
Girls Golf 
This season was fraught with problems including the graduation of last year’s star player Claire Choo and the injury of their top player, Hannah Merenstein, who missed all but one team match and the Ocean League final.  The season ended with a record of 0-10 including the forfeiture of the first two games of the season when the Normans were not able to field the minimum five players required and the failure to have any golfers advance to the Southern Section Northern Individual Regional.  “It was a disappointing season, but even in a disappointing season, you have moments that are rewarding and I prefer to focus on those moments,” Coach Jason Newman said.  
